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„ There are some things, which establish the intellectual reputation of Kecskemét. 

There is a school for example, which works in such a way, as if I would have lived here and 

helped it. This School and everything, which will grow out from it, will emphasize the 

intellectual reputation of Kecskemét. The fame of the town besides the food and drink will 

extend to the intellectual culture as well.” Zoltán Kodály in his speech given on December 16, 

1957 showed his appreciation for the work of the singing school founded in 1950, in 

Kecskemét. Some decades later we can verify Kodály’s thought, as the cultural reputation of 

Kecskemét owes a great debt to the work of the Kodály School and the later founded Kodály 

Institute.  

It is evident that the foundation of both institutions can be found in Kodály’s life work. 

His music educational principals – to create whole well-balanced individuals with the help of 

truly valuable music, and at the same time to create well-educated public audiences for the 

music – and his compositions made it possible that by the 1960’s music had became an 

indispensable part of the Hungarian general education and many singing primary schools 

were established.  

At the end of 1960’s there was an international interest in the results of Hungarian 

music education. More and more foreign music pedagogues visited Hungary. A 

number of these experts also came not only for a short visit but also for a longer time 

in order to obtain a deeper knowledge. This increase of interest, together with the 

intention of further developing the Hungarian music education system created a need 

for the foundation of a new institution. This new institution, established in Kecskemét, 

birthplace of Zoltán Kodály, was the Zoltán Kodály Pedagogical Institute of Music.  

The minister of culture of that time founded the Institution. According to the deed of 

foundation the main tasks of the Institute were determined as follows:  



1. to reveal the theoretical and practical experiences necessary for the 

development of music education, 

2. to organize the dissemination of the methods of Hungarian music education 

abroad. 

3. to provide post-graduate training for foreign music pedagogues in the field 

of Hungarian music pedagogy and methodology., 

4. to organize scientific conferences and  meetings 

5. to issue publications. 

With this decision a unique institution was formed to which since the first academic year 

many music pedagogues from all over the world have come as result of this Kodály’s heritage 

is not only a truly valued part of the Hungarian education and culture but his music 

educational concept is part of the ‘intellectual world heritage’ as well. 

 During the past 30 years the Institute became a well-known and acknowledged 

institute of Hungarian music pedagogy. Its activity expanded into further fields: in-service-

training courses for Hungarian music teachers, the foundation of music pedagogical archives, 

the opening of the Kodály Memorial Museum, organizing conferences, meetings and different 

cultural events, etc. 

 Because of its many-sided, divergent activities it was very difficult to place the 
Institute according the rules of any higher educational orders or laws. This uniqueness caused 
problems especially in the 1990’s when the new higher educational law recognized only two 
types of higher educational institution:  college and university.  
 There hasn’t yet been a summary made about the history, the work and the role of the 

Institute as a whole, although some parts of its activity have been elaborated such as Kodály 

Seminars and the role of the institute in cultural tourism.  

 The elaboration of this topic required research in many different archives but it was 

also important to survey the documents of the music pedagogical archives of the Institute 

which include:  Hungarian and international publications, periodicals, some personal 



bequests, and the international literature on the adaptation of the Kodály concept.  In order to 

survey the different fields of the activities it was very important to compile a list of the 

documents of the Institute file department. At the beginning of the work it was necessary to 

sort through all the documents, as there had not been any previous summary made. 

 Many important and valuable particulars were given by those prominent figures who 

played significant role in the foundation of the Institute and its history, Madame Sarolta 

Kodály, Péter Erdei, Dr. Mihály Ittzés. Their interviews contain information not only about 

the Institute but also facts about the Hungarian and international music education of the given 

time, and about the Hungarian musical public file. Some of the interviews were written down 

or recorded, then placed in the Archives of the Institute in order to help further researches 

about this particular time.  

 The aim of the dissertation is to give an overview about the foundation of the 

Institute and its activities. The dissertation analyses the obtained results, and explores the 

imperfections in order to assist in further development of the Institute. 

 The first chapter of the dissertation deals with those institutions (Hungarian and 

foreign) and events (summer courses, conferences, meetings) which inspired and helped the 

foundation of the Institute. Special attention was given to the Kodály Music Training Institute 

(USA), and Kodály School, Kecskemét.  

 The next chapter examines the circumstances of the foundation; it tries to explore 

those musical and cultural-political aspects, which played significant role in it. 

A special attention was given to Hungarian and foreign music education of 1970’s as it 

was important to establish the professional situation in which the Institute started its activity.  

The next four chapters describe in details the different fields of the Institute activity: 

pedagogical work, courses, special courses, Kodály Seminars, publications, research 

work, international relations, etc. 



The closing chapter gives a detailed description of the relationships between 

Hungarian higher education and the Institute with special emphasis to it’s integration 

with the Liszt Ferenc Academy of Music.   

The dissertation deals with the most important events and the background to the 

decisions made up until January 1, 2005 and it’s integration with the Liszt Academy of Music. 

After this, the Institute became an independent educational department of the University and a 

new chapter in the history of the Institute began. The analysis of this new situation – looked at 

after a period of time – would be a new topic of research.  

It is clear that the success of the Institute gives a real basis for the future and – to quote 

Madame Sarolta Kodály:  ‘May the Institute, enriched with the successes of the past years, on 

the firm basis of true value but always open to renewal in the spirit of Kodály himself, 

continue to advance towards highest goal: that it be not only a guardian of value but also 

become a yardstick of value.’  
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