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The objective of the research 

 

In my dissertation I study the female role changes in the 18th century and at the beginning of 

the 19th century, primarily based on the funeral sermons delivered on protestant women. My 

goal is to present the primary resources, ground of diverse viewpoints and arguments of 19th 

century debates on the life conduct, mission, public appearance and consequently the 

education of women. Thus, from one hand, my work is co-related to funeral sermon-research, 

and on the other hand to women’s history disciplinary studies. 

 The institutionalized funeral sermon’s research is carried out in Germany, within the 

Marburger Forschungstelle für Personalschriften, led by Rudolf Lenz. In this research-centre, 

the sermons are being analyzed from the perspectives of theological, - law, - demographic, - 

statistic, - sociological, - medical, - and gender history, which highlights the multiple utility of 

this kind of primary resource materials. 

 In Hungary, a research-group led by Andor Tarnai and Katalin Péter used to deal with 

the study of funeral sermons in the 1980’s. They had started processing primarily the 

parentations namely, funeral sermons issued up to mid-18th century based on the criteria of 

literary history and stylistics. Their research was carried on by Gábor Kecskeméti, who 

published his findings in various studies and in his book entitled Prédikáció, retorika, 

irodalomtörténet /Sermon, rhetorics, literary history/ (Universitas, Bp., 1998.). 

 My field of interest is, basically aiming at the history of the habits of the mind, 

mentality. I wished to obtain a comprehensive outlook upon the expectations of men from 

women, of engaged men from their future wives, also on the female life-perspectives provided 

by their parents, furthermore about the chances of women to affect and conduct their own 

lives in the 18th century. I have come across the funeral sermons’ documents when searching 

for the primary resources of the mental habits and ideas on men and women before the age of 

female gender debates, and these documents meant to be an unique opportunity answering 

these questions. The printed publications issued in great numbers in the 18th century dealing 

with men and women, reveal the contemporary viewpoints, principles and values, all the same 

it also present individual walks of life linked to certain personalities. Their objective proved to 

be – partially-  showing examples, icons to be followed, which makes this genre similar to the 

mirrors of virtue and conduct books, though from the sermons elaborated for special 
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occassions unfolds a more personal and affectionate picture. The great bulk of prints enable us 

to analyze the views, mentality on women of several various authors from an age, when the 

number of diaries, memoirs used to be pretty low and the proper Hungarian fiction, novel-

literature and press was just about to evolve. 

 Since only a study of longer time-span is capable of providing a more thorough, 

authentic insight into the mentality changes on the skills and role of women, and issues of 

female education reflected in the funeral sermons, I also adjusted my work to the age-

limitation applied by Gábor Kecskeméti, starting from 1711 and extending up to the Period of 

Reforms (1825). My research, partly means to be the continuation of the exhibition of 

documents also done by Kecskeméti, and from the other hand it provides a new approach to 

this topic, since I take into account certain aspects of history of culture, - women, - mentality, 

and social structures.  

 The features of the resources pre-determined the analyzed social sphere, thus I have 

primarily studied the members of the protestant noble and intellectual elite of Transsylvania.  

Furthermore, from the funeral sermons also pop up such personalities who had neither been 

outstanding performers of their age nor had come into the spotlight of historians based on 

their personal manuscripts or documents left behind. 

 My choice of the thesis topic may further be strengthened by the fact that the 18th 

century is to be considered a somewhat neglected era in terms of research on female issues 

and Transsylvania, as well. Moreover, the research topic of women’s role and conditions have 

been studied by the Hungarian historians predominantly from the beginning of the last decade 

of the 18th century, and the history of Transsylvania regarding the age of the independent 

Principality (1570–1690). 

 

Resources 

 

My resources are the funeral sermons delivered at the memorial service by the tomb and later 

on their printed issues, which do constitute considerable part of the 18th century libraries’ 

book volumes. The genre started spreading from the second half of the 16th century in the 

Hungarian Kingdom and Transsylvania, inspired by the German protestant funeral sermons, 
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and the first printed versions in Hungarian had emerged already at the beginning of the 17th 

century. When talking about the funeral speeches, I mean to distinguish between two genres, 

basically different from rhetorical point of view: sermon preaching and oration. The goal of a 

sermon is to teach about the Gospel, Death, and Resurrection. The oration, contrary to this, 

used to be a secular speech promoting the family representation, focusing on the deceased 

family member, presenting his/her genealogy, and major landmarks of his/her life. The two 

genres separated significantly from each other from time to time, however their merger had 

also started from the 16th century, thus we can spot both clerical and secular figures among 

the authors. According to the protestant theological doctrines, the funeral ceremony does not 

contribute to the salvation of the deceased, but it rather teaches the congregation through the 

example taken from the life and death of the passed-away. This way, the topic of the speeches 

quite often meant to be some aspects of the devoted Christian life rather than death. The 

authors often recalled such topics in their sermons, which erupted ardent disputes in the press 

of the 19th century: What is the mission of women? Is there any difference between the mental 

abilities of the two sexes? What and how should the girls be taught? Should it be eligible to 

have their own earnings, professions for the women? 

 The sermons delivered at the funeral were often printed later on, and thus the two 

genres from above could have been supplemented with other elements, too, such as farewell 

poems, epitaphs. My research involved the Hungarian printed issues from the 18th century 

Hungary and Transsylvania, since it constituted  appropriate amount of primary resource 

material. For the sake of studying the quantity, spatial and time extension and social 

embeddedness of the funeral sermons, I have made a bibliographic compilation of the 

parentations issued on women between 1711 and 1825. This record, naturally can not be fully 

comprehensive, since there can occur in any library, archive, or manuscripts archive several 

smaller printed funeral sermons still unknown for the scholarly literature. I based my resource 

exploration work on Géza Petrik’s Bibliography of Hungary 1712-1860 and the documents of 

the National Széchényi Library, nevertheless I also made some research in the National 

Lutheran Library, and in several institutes of Romania: in the Library of the Academy of 

Sciences of Romania, in the Central University Library and in the Library of the Protestant 

Theological Institute at Cluj-Napoca and also in the Bolyai-Teleki Library of Târgu-Mures. 

 Along my work I encountered some difficulties with the strong formalities of the 

funeral sermons and the application of the determined, strict topos-system, clerical and 

rhetorical regulations. In order to get closer to the woman-portrait, image of the age, it has 
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been necessary to decipher these rhetorical and theological barriers and restrictions, to unfold 

certain parables, to get to know the female figures and personalities recited behind the 

biblical, antique and historical example stories. Wherever it was feasible, I clashed the 

descriptions of the sermons with other resources’ facts, this way I was able to gain another 

view, idea of the resource-value of the sermons as well as of the correlation between ideas and 

human manners and behavior-forms of real life situations. It was not and it could not have 

been my objective to investigate each and every walk of life or to supplement and counter-

point the picture from the funeral sermons, however in one case-study I involve into deeper 

scrutiny of personal walks of life. Along the case-study writing on Polixéna Daniel and her 

family, I carried out a research in the Gyömrı documentation of the Teleki family found at the 

Hungarian National Archives, (P654) and I also studied the files of the Wesselényi family of 

Zsibó in the Cluj-county affiliate branch of the Romanian National Archive. (250. fonds). 

 

Results 

 

I. 

 

I start my thesis with the introduction of the funeral sermons, since the characteristic features 

of the resources – despite their great number still persisting - are relatively less well-known in 

the domestic historical academic literature. Firstly, I would study the origin and the 

international examples of the genre, then its place in the Hungarian protestant liturgy order 

and the specific clerical instructions and directives related to it. The Hungarian Calvinist 

church in the 16th–18th centuries had been continuously fighting against the Catholic-type 

funeral liturgy elements and superfluous lavish ceremonies serving nothing else but the family 

representation. At the protestant synods, it repeatedly emerged the demand and wish for a 

simplified funeral rite closer to the gospel’s original goal. This had been achieved among 

other things, through the limitation of the amount of funeral sermons, moderating the 

appraisal of the deceased and banning the recital of farewell poems. Despite these regulations, 

the printed versions of the funeral sermons had become moreover popular along the 18th 

century. The prints served partly goals favoured by the church, as well: the ministers could 

use them as collections, vaedemecums inspiring new sermons, or became devotional literature 
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such as mirrors of virtue before in the private libraries of the pious believers. This way, the 

funeral sermons had become popular and relatively easily available genre for individual and 

community religious life. They also formed significant part of the family representation, since 

reciting the ancestry (often back to centuries), the laudation of the deceased and greeting the 

participants by name, rank and titles proclaimed the glory and honour of the whole 

generation. 

 Though, the procurers of the sermons were members and participants of the elite class, 

all the strata of the society could encounter the parentations, sermons either as readers or 

funeral attenders. Thus, the ideas and thoughts expressed in these, proved to be of culture-

creating,-strengthening and knowledge spreading power. It is obvious, that via the funeral 

sermons the contemporary philosophical ideas and intellectual trends could penetrate into 

larger social strata than through the original spiritual works. 

 I am going to present the characteristic features of the amount and permeation of the 

funeral sermons in the age before 1711, following the bibliography of Gábor Kecskeméti, and 

regarding the prints issued between 1711 and 1825, I shall present them based on my own 

research work. Regarding the place of issue of the sermons, we can witness a noteworthy 

restructuring in the two ages. Of the 160 funeral sermons issued (on mostly of both sexes) 

between 1599 -1744 the vast majority had been published in the Eastern region of the 

Hungarian Kingdom, more precisely in Debrecen. In the following age with approximately 

the same number of years between 1711- 1825 there had already been issued 343 sermons 

especially on women. Concerning the venue of publications, Transsylvania with Kolozsvár 

dominantly took over the leading role and Debrecen became insignificant. 60% (210) of the 

total amount of speeches were published in Transsylvania, and 55% (188) only in Kolozsvár. 

A new, bigger publishing centre had also emerged, Pest, where 28 parentations/sermons were 

issued.  

From denominational point of view, it is significant the dominance of the Calvinist 

congregation in both ages concerned. Less than 1/3 of the speeches were about people with 

different religion, congregation. Through the study of the states identity, I have also 

highlighted the fact that primarily the aristocracy applied for parentation, funeral sermons for 

representational goals and thereon, the noble and intellectual groups tended to imitate. The 

habit of issuing a printed version of the sermons became more common among the peerage 

and nobility, however this habit had not increased among the intellectual people, nonetheless 
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the number and quantity of the prints as well as of the members of this social group had been 

rising. 

 After the publication data of the funeral sermons, I tend to present their structures, 

writing conditions which determined the frameworks, barriers of the speeches. These 

restrictions partly stemmed from the clerical ordinances and rhetorical instructions and also 

from the expectations of the family representation. The family, often pre-determined the topic 

of the sermon and the laudation of the deceased meant to be a habitual expectation, too. The 

authors, however often called for some rhetoric tricks to enable themselves to express their 

opinion, even more they could compose their converted critique. In the case of family 

disputes or other widely known problems for the public, it proved to be enough a mere hint or 

just “forgetting about” mentioning a persona non grata relative. 

 

 

II. 

 

In the second part of the thesis, I shall present the image of woman standing out from the 

funeral sermons. My primary objective with this is to reveal the general viewpoints on the 

female gender of the time, furthermore to describe the expectations and roles related to 

women. As a starting point, I am going to analyze the conduct books, which through their 

different goals and actualities do supplement and counter-balance the funeral sermons with 

similar topics. The conduct books had prepared the readers for life with practical instructions 

and advice, while the sermons provided the final balance of a closed life-span. Since the idea 

behind writing a conduct book was to assist for correct and decent education, it supplemented 

the picture regarding girls-education emerging from the funeral sermons. 

The sermons do provide several numeric data about individual walks of life, based on 

which I could elaborate statistic observations on female walks of life. I have studied the age, 

marital status, age at first marriage, issue of widows’ remarriage, number of births and kids 

living over their mother and also the causes of death in the case of the mourned and 

valedictoried people.  
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When processing the contents of the funeral sermons, I took into consideration the 

system elaborated by Joan Wallach Scott determining the social sex or gender. Scott considers 

that gender can be described by four different categories which correspond and interfere with 

each other though they occur in different ratio in any situation. This category-system enables 

me to approach in a unified manner the various images of feminity. The first category consists 

of the references on the social and political institutions that I am about to present through the 

analysis of the differences between the male and female funeral sermons.  For this reason, I 

am going to analyze a sample preachers’ sermon-book, a kind of manual for writing funeral 

sermons, then I shall compare sermons delivered for two couples. The second category of 

Scott refers to the symbols applied for gender that I shall describe through parables, 

exemplums taken from the funeral sermons. The concepts and ideas which define and interpret 

the meaning of these symbols constitute the third category. These concepts are displayed by 

female characteristics and values linking to the parables in my thesis. Finally, the fourth 

category is to be the “identity of the individual” which is highlighted upon through the case of 

Polixéna Daniel in the last chapter. 

I make the comparative study based on the sample preacher-book of György Kamarási 

entitled Peebles of remembrance, namely one hundred funeral sermons issued at Kolozsvár in 

1747 and 1766. Reading the book of Kamarási, it can be outlined that the family and kinship 

from both male and female perspective used to be of utmost importance when drawing the 

conclusion and making the balance of the deceased’s life. However, in the case of women 

those topics related to family and marital status had prevailed, we can also spot these in 

male’s cases when the man mourning his kids and wife is being illustrated. The text body of 

sermons on men proves to be more diversified, giving more space for certain issues on rank, 

career, fortune, though in the case of women there are also some aspects presented which are 

related to specific activities (such as pastor-wife, midwife or nurse) serving not only their 

families but their larger community. 

Following the presentation of general values, I am going to study what specific life-

aspects were highlighted by the preachers. I have chosen funeral sermons of two couple who 

passed away soon after each other, thus they were burried through common memorial service 

for eternal peace. In the funeral sermons delivered for Mihály Daniel and Borbála Ketzeli in 

1783, and István Wesselényi and Kata Bánffy in 1734 the differences of male and female 

walks of life can be notably well distinguished. The noble origin and education proved to be 

of the same importance in both cases, however the stages of it were presented with different 
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emphasis. In the case of men, the office career, the impeccable manners throughout the 

professional life were highlighted then marriage and family establishment were remembered. 

At this point, the two walks of life of the subjects of the sermon merged and marriage and 

childbirth meant to be the fulfillment of life for the women. It is noteworthy, that the greatest 

values and social relationships linked the men to public life, while the women to their 

families, however in both cases faith and growing the family had a central task and 

significance. 

In the next chapter, I shall deal with the general suppositions and views on women. I 

am going to get through the conceptions about the human nature of women, which evoked a 

century-long dispute though they were still on agenda even in the 1780’s. The parentations, 

sermons often cited about the destiny and mission of women. The authors of the sermons had 

represented the conventional, traditional belief in this respect. Even the pastors pinpointing 

clearly at the problematic issues came to the conclusion that the fulfillment of female life is 

the marriage and the motherhood, the utmost task of women being catering for their families. 

The preachers with various academic background and standpoints, naturally held diverse 

opinions, yet their resources and argumentation were of the same origin, even if they used it 

for expressing altering viewpoints. In the background of the interpretation of male-female 

relationship of the funeral sermons there stood the pillars of theological theses. The Biblical 

Genesis story often provided interpretation ground for the subordination of women to men, 

and the original sin proved to be the best example for the variable daedal nature of women 

blaming them for humanity’s expulsion from Paradise. These stories could have been the 

mere examples of the two sex’s interdependence, too.  Further bondage and limitation meant 

to be for women that Letter of St. Paul forbidding women to preach in temples. Some would 

have banned any kind of spiritual, intellectual activity for women on this vague basis, 

however others also reciting the Biblical verses confirmed about the equality of men and 

women. 

In the sermons, in the end of the 18th century – parallel with the intellectual and 

political changes - emerges the obvious need for an opening regarding the role and mission of 

women which was then led by a sudden hang. These changes coincide with the stormy events 

of the French Revolution and the pre-feministic attempts emerging in West-Europe which had 

most likely scared even the so much progressive male thinkers, as well. Providing the same 

rights for women, and similar chances of education and career to men, would have shaken the 

core basis of society drawing to an end of the contemporary world order. Thus, instead of 



 10

carrying on discussing the revolutionary issues the authors turned back dealing with the more 

traditional, common female roles. 

In the funeral sermons and conduct books we can spot the same value system 

concerning women and the changes undergone can be witnessed as well in both genres. In the 

18th century the expectations towards women started to get more secularized.  The authors of 

the sermons could not be acquitted either from under the effects of the Enlightenment even 

though some tended to withstand the new spiritual trends. In the second half of the 18th 

century, gradually emerged the idea of social utility, then the demand for preserving the 

national language and traditions wherein women obtained more influential roles. The place of 

pious ladies had been taken over by the burgess or citizen women and girls who exerted for 

the benefit and prosperity of the nation. Their tasks, basically did not change, since they were 

involved in the family affairs, predominantly. The greater bulk of the preachers argued for the 

total separation of private and public spheres at the  beginning of the 19th century, however 

they tended to emphasize this idea by exaggerating, revaluing the female roles and tasks. 

From these, educating decent civilian ladies and good citizens came into the top place, thus 

the role of mothers and consequently the standard of general knowledge and education of 

women got much greater emphasis. 

The debates over the women’s issues did not emerge only in religious clerical context 

any more, though the argumentation remained standard for quite a long time. The viewpoints, 

arguments issued in the pamphlets, literary correspondences, scholarly theses, then from the 

1820’s even in the press referred to similar and even, often the same biblical verses, religious 

or profane arguments recalled for in the funeral sermons regarding the skills, roles, rights and 

duties of women. 

After presenting the general views upon women, I am going to focus on the analysis of 

the female roles. I am about to deal with the groups of women based on the category-system 

elaborated in Kamarási’s sermon-book, namely with maidens, housewives, mothers, widows, 

devout, wise and caring women and furthermore with ladies from minister’s families. The 

assessment and judgement of certain role-types, and the expectations towards them can be 

particularly traced back to the woman-image depicted in the sermons and the parables related 

to them, namely in the exemplums. The multiple skills and abilities of women tended to be 

outlined by biblical, antique and historic female figures by the preachers. Among the 

examples occurred artists, women rulers, female scientists who were considered outstanding 
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and exceptional personalities. The ideal woman portrait had been personified by the biblical 

Sarah from the Old Testament, who proved to be one of the most often quoted exemplums of 

the age. Her image had been endowed with practically all the positive features: nice, obedient, 

loyal and diligent woman who had honoured his husband by calling him My Lord. In fact, 

God blessed her with childbirth despite her old age for her true faith. This way she became the 

Great Mother of all true believers. 

Besides the ideals, the sermons provide deeper insight into several details of the 

women’s lives. The education of girls, choosing their future partners, the role of women in the 

community, naturally depended on the attitude of certain families, moreover on given 

individual personality traits. The parentations, sermons often described such activities, too, 

which theoretically used to belong to “men’s duties and world”. As widows, many women 

often directed their properties alone, others educated and healed not only their own children 

but other households’ kids, as well. The funeral sermons reveal these kind of alterations, too, 

besides the norms. 

Relatively few sermons endured on maiden girls. This was partly due to the Hungarian 

demographic speciality, partly because of the protestant spirituality since both aspects 

emphasized the idea that most of adult women should live in marriage. The maidens were to 

be depicted as columbine, obedient, pure and pious virgins. It is a recurring motif the wisdom 

and strong faith beyond their age of these girls. 

Marriage constituted the utmost superior form of human relationships and the 

fulfillment of divine order. The primary function of wedlock was considered to be 

augmenting the human race and wiping off lasciviousness, nevertheless the husband and wife 

proved to be also each others’ supporting and helping partners. From this standpoint, in the 

18th century emerged the expectation that the loyal and obedient wife should also be a fellow 

of man. 

Concerning the motherhood, all the authors emphasized the importance of decent and 

conscious education of kids which requires serious background and preparation. For the 

burden and dangers of pregnancy and the difficulty of kid’s growing, the authors called for 

the utmost respect of the mothers by the believers.  

The fear of god and devout life was a basic prerequisite value and obligatory in any 

life circumstances, furthermore it had especially been over-estimated in the case of widows 
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and maidens. The widows not growing any kids – interpreting the funeral sermons - had 

basically no other choice but the pious devout lifestyle. The widow status could have meant 

some sort of independence and freedom for those women who could afford by their social 

status, rank and fortune to stay alone. The cult around widowhood counter-pointed and 

withstood the idea of re-marriage. 

Piety meant to be of central significance in the whole era, however while the preachers 

tended to emphasize participation in individual and public religious life and insisting on true 

faith by the mid-18th century, the pious activities and charity work became more emphatic in 

the second half of the century. The women laudated in the funeral sermons, supported the 

congregations, colleges, less well-to-do students and families, furthermore educating their 

own servants could make testimony of their true faith.  

The preachers often remembered the departed as wise women. This term may have 

referred to both outstanding intellectual abilities and to special skills and diligence necessary 

for women to navigate among the social liaison and run the households’ everyday life and 

affairs. The duality of reading pious works promoting individual religiousness and having an 

active, fruitful walk of life benefitting the community corresponded to the spirituality of 

pietism. 

György Kamarási devoted a special sermon for the pastors’wives. The women 

belonging to the clerical intellectuals were ideally not only partners of their husbands’, 

managing the family and household but also spiritual and intellectual fellows taking active 

role in the life of the congregation. All this had not been only a gift but also a duty for them. 

This could have predestined the pastor wives to become examples for the community by 

fulfilling their missions, doing their best. 
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III. 

 

The third part of the PhD thesis is a case study about the family of Polixéna Daniel, 

wherein I am going to take a one step closer glimpse into the women’s issue applying a 

quantity,- and quality-based approach. In this chapter shall reappear the question of the 

resource utility, the issues of the intellectual abilities and the social barriers for women and 

the chances of overcoming these restrictions. The micro-level investigation enables the 

inclusion of such resources, which imply extra-meaning related to precise personalities. The 

intertemporal analysis of two generations provides a much longer time-span, too. 

Polixéna Daniel, wife of István Wesselényi (1720–1775) proved to be an 

outstandingly smart and wise woman widely recognized in her age. Becoming widow at an 

early age, she had the opportunity of managing her own life, which obviously implied many 

difficulties yet some freedom, as well. Besides running the property and household, she took 

exceptionally care about educating her only son, Miklós and her daughters. What is more, she 

also split time to serve her community by translating pious works from Latin. The literary 

works of her daughters, Polixéna, Zsuzsanna, Mária and Anna Wesselényi confirm the 

existence of a “female creative workshop” with the inspiring, driving force being Polixéna 

Daniel. These women became listed among the female authors based on their opera, which, 

besides numberless acknowledgements also raised some revulsion from among their 

contemporaries. On account of all these disapprovals, Polixéna Daniel, the Wesselényi girls 

and the preachers of their memorial services were forced to emphasize repeatedly that women 

are capable of intellectual work and this can also be compatible with the housewives’ tasks.   

Polixéna Daniel breached the barriers erected for women through her life, even though 

in her conventional female role as housewife, mother and landlady took a firm stand, too. 

However, she was not alone in this respect. The funeral sermons just highlight upon the fact 

that the preachers knew that some women do not exactly fit into the framework of set norms, 

even though their walks of life can be totally exemplary for others. The cases of women like 

Polixéna Daniel are continuously present throughout history, who wanted to achieve more 

than their primary tasks cast on them and thus they manifested the female efficiency. This 

way, the general values and the outstanding exceptions from it mutually affected each other 

and shaped the women’s image and ideas on the long run. 
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The body text of the thesis is attached with appendices wherein I display some results 

of my collection of primary resources and data: 

In annex no. I. it is included the database of funeral sermons on women between 1711 and 

1825, where I define the name of the deceased and that of her husband, the religion, nobility 

states rank of the deceased, number and author of the sermons issued on the single person 

concerned. 

In annex no. II I have made a compilation of exemplums from the sermon of Ferenc Turkovics 

Csepregi issued in 1739. I defined the values and origins (antique, biblical etc.) that had been 

linked to certain parables by the author. Finally, I made an attempt to identify the resources 

and original stories of the exemplums which often proved to be significantly different from the 

interpretation of Csepregi. 

In appex no. III. I present the family tree unfolding from the funeral sermons of Polixéna 

Daniel. 
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Publications issued on the topic of the thesis 

 

László Zsófia: Daniel Polixéna és lányai. Nınevelés, nıi mőveltség a halotti beszédek 

tükrében. (Polixéna Daniel and her daughters. Education and literacy of women in the mirror 

of funeral sermons.) In: Évek és színek. Tanulmányok Fábri Anna tiszteletére hatvanadik 

születésnapja alkalmából. Szerk.: Steinert Ágota. Kortárs, [h. n.] 2005. 23–31. 

 

László Zsófia: „Az Igaznak Boldog Halála”. A jó halál képe a 18. századi halotti 

beszédekben. (“The Joyful death of the Truthful” Image of nice death in the funeral sermons 

of the 18th century.) [A Hajnal István Kör – Társadalomtörténeti Egyesület 2006. június 30–

július 1-jén Balatonfüreden tartott Kulturális fordulat a történetírásban címő konferenciáján 

elhangzott elıadás szerkesztett változata, mely a konferenciakötetben fog megjelenni.] 

[Edited version of the lecture delivered at the conference Cultural revolution in 

historiography, which will be also published in the conference study-book, organized by the 

István Hajnal Circle - Social Historical Association at Balatonfüred between 31 June -1 July, 

2006.] 

 

V. László Zsófia: „Aszszony-népnek meg-kivántató tudomány...” Nıi életvezetési 

tanácsadókönyvek a 18. századi Magyarországon. (“Knowledge required for women…” 

Conduct books for women in the 18th century Hungary.) In: Nık világa. Mővelıdés- és 

társadalomtörténeti tanulmányok. Szerk.: Fábri Anna – Várkonyi Gábor. Argumentum, 

[Budapest], 2007. 227–245. 

 

V. László Zsófia: Daniel Polixéna, a „Magyar Minerva”. Egy 18. századi nemesasszony élete 

és példája a halotti beszédek tükrében. (Daniel Polixéna, the „Hungarian Minerva”. The life 

and example of a pious Hungarian noble women from the 18th century reflected in the funeral 

sermons.) In: Sic Itur ad Astra. Fiatal Történészek Folyóirata 19. (2008) 58. 149–176. 
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V. László Zsófia: Áron nemzetsége. Református lelkészcsaládok a 18. századi Erdélyben. 
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