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I. Research questions discussed in the Thesis 

 

 The present dissertation is dedicated to the rather complex theme of the Hungarian border 

defence system, with particular emphasis on its transformation at the turn of the 18th century. In 

the course of identifying the main research questions, I noticed that not even the premises of the 

chosen topic have been explored satisfactorily so far. Contrary to the studies dealing with the 16th 

century, mainly case studies and partial works discuss the rearrangement, finance issues and 

alternatives, and social aspects/history of the border system built originally against the Turks. 

The lack of thorough investigations may be ascribed to the fact that prevailingly the analysis of 

the great Turkish war at the turn of the century and the independence and estate issues of the 

history of the “short” 17th century seem to have attracted the greatest interest of Hungarian 

scholars so far. Thereupon, I had to carry out a systematic research and based on the rather 

abundant evidence found, I had to establish an appropriate methodology to shed light on the 

proposed questions.  

 In fact, the structure of the border system built against the Ottomans (and from the 17th 

century against Transylvania) at the second half of the 16th century, was run and maintained by 

the Hungarian high dignitaries and magnates holding regional powers, as well as by the regular 

regiments, and the permanent German garrisons and officers, in its unchanged 16th-century form 

until the 1650-1660’s and defended successfully the borderline against attacks of smaller scale. 

 The shifts in the European and the Central-European warfare and military policy and the 

changing position of the Great Powers highly influenced the transformation of some elements of 

the border defence system. During the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648) the Court of Vienna, 

highly interested at the Western war operations, principally tried to maintain the respectabilities 

of peace with the Ottomans in Hungary. Consequently, the duty of the border defence was 

gradually assigned to the Hungarian Aristocrats, who organized the defence system by 

employing border soldiers on remuneration received from the king and by commanding their 

private army. Such a dual system of the military affairs was seemingly acceptable for both the 

Court and the Hungarian noble elite, which could in turn control the Hungarian political and 

military situation. Consequently, the Hungarian military-political elite retained its local power 

and the economic influence, it even strengthened it in some fields and aspects, while the Court of 

Vienna had to provide larger military corps on the territory of the Hungarian Kingdom only in 

emergency cases. However, it should be emphasized that this system was able to resist the 

greater Turkish attacks only until the second half of the century (1657–1660, 1663–1664). 

However, this particular dual system proved to be instable and inefficient against the attacks of 
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Transylvanian princes, Gábor Bethlen (1613-1629) and György Rákóczi, I. (1630-1648), not to 

speak about the severe defeats at Várad (Oradea, present-day Romania) in 1660, and Érsekújvár 

(Nové Zámky, present-day Slovakia) in 1663, or about the fights against the exiles supported by 

Transylvania (and by France to a lesser degree). Therefore, the dissolution of the border system, 

which had already yielded at the Turks’ campaign against Vienna in 1683, should not be taken 

for unanticipated, and as such its various aspects need to be analysed at length within the 

framework of the dissertation. 

 The above introduced Hungarian dual border defence administration was necessarily 

abolished due to the lack of the Turkish threats. Parallel to this, the transforming military system, 

and the social and economic changes led to the dissolution and the reorganization of the system 

established during the Ottoman rule. Although the main elements of shift in the military concepts 

in the 1680-1690s are well-known, their details like the original plans and their actual 

materialization as well as the complex analysis of the process itself have never been addressed 

before. The dissolution of the military objects, the border castle system and the border soldiers as 

a privileged social stratum, and parallel to that, the genuine need for reorganization of the 

military affairs should be ascribed to the loss of their function after effacing the Ottomans. 

Besides, it became a central task to demilitarize the Hungarian society who lived in such a 

military system through the 17th century as well as to rearrange the structure of military finance, 

which had mainly been focusing on the border castle system previously, and which now had to 

be made capable to finance the meantime evolving permanent army. 

 The above stated shifts in the military structure, along with the financial and social 

changes arisen in the time period stretching from the great Turkish war (1693) up to the starting 

of the so called Rákóczi War of Independence, are practically unknown due to the lack of 

systematic research. 

 Thus, in my dissertation I aim at analysing these aspects from the viewpoint of the 

particular institutions, since during my research I found that Hungarian scholars - of course with 

some exceptions – have not examined the governance and administrational aspects of this very 

colourful and stirring period. Due to my research experiences neglecting to examine or to give 

proper definitions on the single institutions of state apparatus and their range of duties and 

competencies could/can easily lead to ambiguous definitions, even to serious misunderstandings. 

Accordingly, I tried to review the Central and Hungarian governmental institutions, which had 

leading roles in financing the army and provided the necessary support system for the soldiers in 

the 1680-1700s. The interpretation of these discrepancies provides an opportunity to understand 

not only the structure of the system of treasuries but also the function of those particular offices, 

which played significant role in the military administration. 
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As a wider scope of the dissertation, the definition of the evolving permanent army 

should be examined. However, - according to my standpoint - it is not the task of the present 

study to take a position in the debate over the appearance of the permanent army of the Habsburg 

Monarchy. In the time period stretching from after the Peace of Westphalia (1648) until the end 

of the 17th century we can witness an intermediate situation, when the military was reshaping 

under the influence of the wartime situations created during the a great, two-front wars in the 

Western countries. 

Although I apply the notion of the permanent army in the dissertation, it should be 

emphasized that this kind of army only means a framing military, which indeed bears some 

features of the so called classic and permanent military; nevertheless in other aspects it fails to 

comply with the above definition. In fact, at that time, meeting the standards of the French model 

army was only a dream for the Habsburg rulers. They could achieve a modern military, which 

has been organized under unified principles and requirements only in the second half of the 18th 

century. Accordingly, I claim, that in this period military corps of various legal standing were 

stationed in the Hungarian Kingdom, among them also corps pertaining to the evolving 

permanent military, and as such – most important of all – they operated independently from the 

border soldiers, financed by the Hungarian king.  

My main aim was to systematically review the dissolution of the border defence line and 

the border castle system, while examining the rearrangement of a new, evolving military 

structure. To reach this purpose in the first place I had to review the military reorganization 

theories and plans. In the second place I needed to examine the military, economical and social 

problems and to suggest explanations on them. Both the similarities and differences between the 

theory and the “practice” could be observed by means of this methodology. 

While determining the structure of the thesis I tried to focus on the most spectacular 

changes: the dissolution of the particular military objectives and parallel to that the building of 

the new ones as the result of the alteration of the military concept: similarly to the medieval 

objects, which had disappeared at the formation of the border castle system at the 16th century, 

the outdated and unnecessary fortresses and city walls became the victims of destruction due to 

the new military tactics and positions at the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries.  

However, it should be emphasized that the Ottoman Empire remained a huge and 

powerful entity of the South-Eastern European region. Thus, a new defence system, which 

fulfilled all requirements of the age was necessary at the military border by the South-Eastern 

rivers. At the beginning of the 18th century the task became not only to stop the smaller-bigger 

marauding troops, but to maintain a fortress system capable to uphold the huge armies and to 

fight successfully against enemies supplied with powerful artilleries. The castles are not anymore 
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functioning as an accommodation for smaller garrisons, but became fortresses, which had 

extensive outer earthworks, ditch system etc., and were able to quarter in some cases a whole 

regiment. The building of the barracks, the food storage and the armoury provided opportunity to 

permanently station and feed military regiments. 

A further purpose of the dissertation was to chart the structure and the changes of the 

military system in the researched period. The disappearances of the border and district captaincy 

generals, and the alteration of their territorial competencies, make up probably not spectacular, 

but important issues of the thesis. The termination of the old system, as well as the formation of 

an intermediate, and afterward the new system can only be cleared by systematic research. Based 

on such enquiries the shifting role of the captaincy generals operating in the country becomes 

clear: the alterations respective to their personal and social position, as well as their territorial 

position can be revealed. The system of district captain generals stationed in the country 

underwent fundamental changes too: a new officer system has formed to satisfy all necessities of 

the military border. 

Among the approaches and methods proposed in this dissertation mainly the social 

historical aspects of the border defence system have been investigated by scholarship so far. 

Investigations on possible strategies of the “border soldiers” have made up a popular topic within 

the field of research on the Rákóczi War of Independence. Accordingly, no new information, 

however, a well based summary is being offered on the issue. Contrary to that, the role of the 

foreign (not Hungarian) corps already stationed in country is practically unknown: neither the 

framework of their structure nor their tasks have been addressed before. Even their leader 

remained unidentified in Hungarian scholarship. In the dissertation I shall deal with the 

adaptation and integration possibilities of foreign colonels, captains, and the free royal captains 

of the new permanent army by means of analysis of their reports. The military bodies stationed 

in the reoccupied cities became a part of everyday life just like their Hungarian and South-Slavic 

fellows. They were already part of the new military system, and learned to live with the native 

population of the cities in harmony by the 18th and 19th centuries. 

The hardest task was to demonstrate the changes of financing. I tried to focus on the 

supporting channels of supply for the border defence system until the 1680s, and how this 

financing method changed with the appearance of the regular military and border military, 

stationing on the reoccupied territories. What amount, with what conditions, and from whom 

could a “Hungarian” border soldier, an officer or a private from a foreign free company get his 

salary? How could a soldier acquire his allowance considering the changed circumstances? How 

could the Habsburg governance financially manage the new military system? The dissertation 

aims at answering these basic questions on military financing issues. Answering these questions, 
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which make up a central topic also in recent European research trends, may provide the 

possibility to position the Hungarian “fighting state” in a broader international context.  

The aim of the research work is therefore to provide a complex assessment: besides the 

structural changes, from the economic and social aspect it investigates the dissolution of the 

border defence system at the end of the 17th century as well as the new form of administration 

developed at the beginning of the 18th century. Consequently, since it comprises an integral part 

of the final phase of the changes and the development of the border defence system took place 

between 1711 and 1715 (that is indeed closely connected to the process started in the years of 

1680-1690), I do not address the Rákóczi War of Independence separately.  

In geographical terms, I examine the territory of the Hungarian Kingdom reoccupied 

from the Ottomans, the territory, which had been a military line for one and a half century. I try 

to find the reason for the necessary changes of the castles, the other military objects and the fate 

of the soldiers. The conventional division of the border defence system provides six border line 

headquarters (Károlyváros (Karlovac, present-day Croatia), Varasd (Varazdin, present-day: 

Croatia), opposite to Kanizsa, Győr, Bányavidék, and Upper Hungary). In addition to these 

conventional territories I examine the integration of the new areas, South-Transdanubium (so 

called Dél-Dunántúl), the Croatian-Slavonic territory, which was to be found south to river 

Dráva, the territory at the rivers called Danube, Tisza and Maros, and finally Trans-Tiszanian (so 

called Tiszántúl). These territories are the ones where no deeper structured border system existed 

or only established temporarily in the 16th century. However, since the classic border defence 

system and the military administration of the new acquisitions existed parallel to each other, the 

role of the prime headquarters should also be continually scrutinized. (A typical example is 

Bányavidék: in 1687 the border soldiers were not stationed in the castle anymore, but in the 

cities of Szeged or Szolnok.) Simultaneously, I focused - especially because of its exceptional 

status – on Transylvania, particularly the military role of the Transylvanian Principality. The 

other special territory in the 1690s is the area enclosed by the rivers Dráva-Száva, where Guido 

Starhemberg, besides his military position, was assigned the task to control the territory’s life. 

Although Transylvania, the Dráva-Száva territory and the Military Border has been rearranged 

after 1699 by different methods, it is an absolute necessity to inspect also these areas, in order to 

provide a complex assessment. 

In summary, the investigation prevailingly focuses on the military structure of the once 

upon a time Hungarian (from river Dráva till Transyvania) battle-line and the reoccupied 

territories, nevertheless I also addressed– as much as feasible – all processes, which took place in 

the whole territory of the historical Hungary in the researched period. 
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II. Sources of the Thesis 

 

The main sources concerning the research questions and issues can be found in the different 

collections in Austrian State Archive and the National Archive of Hungary. The most important 

resource is the register of the Buda Treasury Administration. This source, which has been 

unfairly forgotten by the Hungarian scholarship, provides a basic material regarding the military, 

economic, social and administrative issues of the whole reoccupied territory. The so called 

Hungarian series (Hoffinanz Ungarn) can be found at the Court’s Chamber Archive present a 

huge amount of fascilicus containing inexhaustible information. By winning scholarships to 

Vienna, I had the opportunity to do research works in the above referred valuable sources. 

Nevertheless, not only the size and the amount of the remained documents makes hard to search 

these materials, but the fact, that these files contain not only the sources regarding the financial 

administration, but also the military appointments (more precisely: the notices regarding these 

appointments and the backgrounds behind the appointing decisions), and the miscellaneous 

conference minutes (e.g. the winter quartering at the areas in Hungary or the conscription issues). 

The referred files also contain scripts concerning the supervisions of the particular treasuries of 

Hungary, military financial statements, information regarding the operation and the financing of 

the permanent army’s regiments or so called free troops. The third pillar of the research material 

is a collection concerning the central institution responsible for the military affairs in the 

Habsburg Monarchy, the Military Council of the Court. Beside these documents, with different 

length and subject, the military catalogue books also provide a very valuable research material. 

These papers comprehend all military occasions of this age and help to reconstruct the method of 

the military appointments (by using the military catalogue books I constructed an archontology 

of the castle captains - see Exhibit at the end of the Thesis), and the military instructions. Even 

the lack of the entries of a person concerning a particular case or in some or more years provides 

useful information. 

 Complementing the above stated sources, the register of the Treasury of Szepes or the 

Archive of the Hungarian Treasury, the collections of Court’s Treasury and the Military Council 

of the Court, as well as the Archives of the Hungarian Counties recommend a magnificent source 

concerning the features of the middleware administration. 

 

III.  The most important statements of the Thesis 

 

The year of 1699 is a real turning point in the history of Hungary. As a result of the Great 
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War against the Turks, which had started in 1683, the Turkish subjection established since the 

Battle of Mohács ceased to exist in the territory of Hungary (except for Temesköz). After the 

year 1526, the year 1699 is the first year without permanent warfare, and it became an official 

peace year, when smaller Turkish corps stopped to attack the Hungarian inhabitants. By signing 

the Peace of Karlóca (Sremski Karlovci, present-day Serbia) Hungary ceased to be a front line 

country. Consequently, the defence line held as a result of an international and national 

cooperation marked by huge efforts and sacrifices, became useless. The time had come to 

arrange the necessary political, economical and social changes, which had already taken place in 

Western and Eastern Europe. Accordingly, in the 1680-1690s, different concepts emerged 

concerning the new governmental arrangements of the Hungarian Kingdom. It was clear that the 

earlier structure and institutions should be at least partially replaced, the new age required new 

instructions. The need for the rearrangements was supported both by the Court of Vienna and the 

Hungarian estates; of course the different interests resulted in different, even inverse proposals. 

The Court urged centralisation, whereas the estates wanted to preserve their privileges or 

required even more. Hungary faced a turning point, which would influence all fields of everyday 

life. Accordingly, also the alteration of the military administration became inevitable.  

In the thesis I examine the alteration of the military administration, not from the episodic 

perspective, but from the history of the institutions responsible for the military affairs. 

As referred to in the title, one of my major aims was to describe the new military status of 

the reoccupied parts after 1683, to show the dissolution of the old structure and the formation of 

the new ones. The half-moon-shaped border defence area stretching from Károlyváros 

(Karlovac, present-day Croatia) till Szatmár (Satu Mare, present-day: Romania), developed in 

the 16th and maintained perfectly in the 17th century fundamentally changed after 1683, due to 

the expulsion of the Turks. By considering the changes, the most important task is to reveal the 

new functions, since due to this new situation the old border defence system lost its function and 

therefore lost the reason for being maintained further on. There were no further enemies in this 

region, no enemies against whom the preserved territories of the Hungarian Kingdom should 

have been defended. However, during the long war against the Turks by reoccupying more and 

more land from them, a new work under new principles could start: the establishment of the new 

Military Border. 

Organizing a border defence system comprises several tasks. The structure of the thesis 

follows these tasks showing, that each segment is important in itself, though they have to be 

considered and interpreted in their completeness. Consequently, the border defence line has more 

essential features: its structure, the border castles, its society, the military functions, the different 

“type” of the soldiers, and above all its financial administration. In general, it should be stated 
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that all instructions were based on the permanent military status quo. During the process of 

decision making all the circumstances, such as the governance of the military, the continuous 

quartering of the army, the necessity to rebuild the castles, the destruction of the needless castles, 

the organization of the new military headquarters and the Military Border, the demilitarization of 

the militarized society, and of course the rearrangement of the military financing had to be 

reflected upon. 

One of the greatest challenges in Hungary was to reorganize the social strata society 

living as a military society for more than 150 years, and to rearrange the economy focused on 

military actions. How could a society be demilitarized? How could the resources and raw 

materials serve the new peaceful and undisturbed system? 

It can be stated that some agreements had been made between the Hungarian estates and 

the Habsburg ruler as during the 16th and 17th centuries. The Wesselényi Conspiracy revealed, 

that the “permanent peace” was broken in the second half of the 17th century, new partial 

compromises could be achieved only during the Diet of 1681. However, the agreement made on 

the border defence was only broken – paradoxically – after 1683, when the liberation of the 

country had already been started. As a major hint to it, the gradual shift from the dualist to a 

centralized military administration of the Hungarian border defence line could be observed. As a 

part of this process, the new, dynasty friendly and centralized permanent army, which had been 

formed since the Thirty Years War, appeared also in Hungary. Without their appearance the 

reoccupation of the country would not have been accomplished. This army was not only 

supported the monarch, but by virtue of its strength and permanent station in Hungary the 

elements of the border defence system lost their functions. The presence of the permanent army 

in Hungary brought new institutions into life: centralized institutions, independent from the 

Hungarian estates, and office-bearers to maintain and administer them. These institutions were 

responsible not only for the military affairs, but also for the public administration, the finance 

and tax issues. All these circumstances resulted in the hurried dissolution of the border defence 

system, operating from the 16th century. In this period one may witness an interesting dichotomy: 

parallel to the systematic dissolution of the border defence system at the former frontline and the 

background country, a new system was in formation in the reoccupied territories. Not only the 

earlier leaders and the captain generals have lost the influence, but the soldiers stationed at the 

border defence line under their command were actually dismissed. The only escape of the soldier 

serving at the border defence meant entering cross-country corps, as part of the permanent army. 

The new military force and power was not represented by the former captain generals, but the 

high officers commanded substituting for them. Accordingly, the new institutions of the 

territorial military headquarters with a main castle came into life, and from them the military 
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issues and problems of a whole region were governed. As an ethnic consequence of the same 

process, the former Hungarian captain generals have been replaced by “foreign” generals. 

Although the previous Hungarian border defence army preserved its particular structure 

after the great Turkish war, it clearly lost its military function; the structure was kept for 

nostalgic purposes as a sign of the determination to preserve the former privileges of the past 

ages. In this respect we can clearly differentiate between the 1680s and 1690s. Whereas in the 

1680s the previous captaincy generals and the mechanism of the 16th and 17th centuries still 

existed, by the 1690s they had disappeared. The Decree of November, 1701 issued by the 

Military Council of the Court stated both the dissolution of the border defence fortresses and 

their structure, as well as the obligations of the border soldiers to pay tax or to enter into a unit of 

the permanent army, which officially and permanently caused the termination of the previous 

structural forms. Simultaneously, between 1700 and 1703 the development of the Military 

Border system at the Southern border has been launched. In my dissertation I examine this 

process, which makes up a very important part of the Hungarian scholarship, only partially and 

from the perspective of the South-Slavic soldiers, who were responsible for the custody of the 

Southern border line. 

The referred period indirectly influenced the border castles and the other military objects 

up to the present. The dissolution of the military objects, called normally the “castle destruction” 

was a crucial part of the necessary military changes. Due to the loss of the function of the smaller 

military fortresses and castles as the accommodation of the border defence soldiers at the end of 

the 17th century, the intention of the Military Council of the Court to demolish these objects 

became obvious. At the same time the dissolution of the bigger castles and the safeguard system 

of the cities has been started at the former front line and in the heart of the country. In my 

dissertation I summarized the realization of the circumstances concerning the Demolition 

Decrees of 1699 and 1702. I hope, I could successfully prove, that the castle destructions should 

not merely be considered as an “action against the Hungarians” as was interpreted in the 

Hungarian history for a long time, and surviving up to the present as a popular misbelief. The 

well-constructed process can be easily observed at the Southern-Transdanubium (so called Dél-

Dunántúl). Here the main castle of the territory Szigetvár had been fortified, whereas the castle 

of Kanizsa, located to the North from Szigetvár and playing a significant role after Szigetvár had 

been occupied by the Turks in the 16th century, was sentenced to demolition in 1702. Meeting the 

instructions, the execution took place for the most part. 

Consequently, at the turn of the 17th and 18th century a process of reutilization opposite to 

the one in the 16th century can be noticed. Earlier, the medieval churches, cloisters and other 

“civilian” buildings had been integrated into the border defence line castles at the heart of the 
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country., After 1702 the stones of the border defence buildings, which eventually lost their 

functions, were used as building material for the new barracks, city halls, civilian buildings, 

manors or baroque churches. Besides the dissolution of the military objects, the fortification of 

the strategic fortresses, main castles had been started or continued. It should be emphasized, that 

the fortification works did not restrict to the fortresses at the Southern border, but included also 

the fortification of castles, situated in the heart of the Hungarian Kingdom. Several data proves 

the efforts to restore the front and defence objects of castles of Munkács (Мукачеве /Mukacseve/ 

present-day Ukrain), Tokaj, Nagyvárad (Oradea, present-day Romania), Szigetvár, Szeged or 

even Buda, Lipótvár (Leopoldov, present-day Slovakia) and Komárom (Komárno, present-day 

Slovakia) to provide an appropriate protection. Based on the research carried out, it also can be 

proved that due to the lack of money, the fortification efforts of the Military Council of the Court 

were not always successful. Moreover, it should be confirmed that Prince Ferenc Rákóczi II, 

similarly to the military councillors of the Court, also ordered to demolish castles for, mainly 

strategic and military reasons. 

To protect the reoccupied castles was not anymore the duty of Hungarian soldiers, but 

was the task of the so called “free troops”, which were rare in Hungary prior to the 1680s. These 

companies, practically unknown for Hungarian scholars before, were not part of the permanent 

army, and therefore they did not take part in direct, main-line combats. The free companies were 

mainly made up of veterans, or on the contrary, very young soldiers, and we find them in varying 

numbers in the castles of Buda, Székesfehérvár, Eger, Kanizsa, Várad, Munkács, Tokaj, Lipótvár, 

Komárom and Győr. Although their everyday routine to the citizens of the cities at these castles 

was inevitably marked by conflicts, the Treasury and the Military Council of the Court agreed 

that it was advantageous to employ them there. The captains of the free companies had an 

increasing influence in the cities, since not only the decentralized power but also law 

enforcement was assigned to their sphere of competences. However, the Hungarian castle 

soldiers under the command of their officers were still also present in both the old and the 

reoccupied castles, and therefore conflicts among the Hungarian soldiers and the “new type” of 

soldiers of the ruler were on the agenda on a regular basis. 

The strategic and structural changes of the military affairs confirmed that the 

reorganization of the monetary politics of the Habsburg Monarchy and the Hungarian Kingdom 

was also essential. Due to the most important modifications concerning taxation in the 1680s and 

1690s, the Hungarian Kingdom started to financially integrate into the Habsburg Monarchy. This 

integration process ended in 1697. As a result the military tax paid earlier in Hungary became a 

part of the annual budget of the whole Habsburg Empire. While the Hungarian military tax 

collection run eventually up to 2-3 million Hungarian Florins in the 1680s and 1690s, a fix 
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amount of compulsory 4 million Hungarian Florins was imposed for the year of 1697 –, since 

then the sum total of the Hungarian military tax was defined on the basis of itemized taxation, 

similarly to the organization of the tax revenues coming from the Habsburg heritage territories. 

Instead of the territorial treasuries the collection of the military tax was conducted by a local 

county-level administration organized only for this purpose. The counties were expected to 

account with the tax incomes to the cashiers of the paymasters, who were leaders of the districts, 

instead of the treasuries, since the Hungarian military tax was already designed to cover the 

permanent army’s catering and quartering. The so called porció (portion), that is a form of an 

annual tax obligation both paid and collected by the counties and cities in natural resources were 

deducted from the total sum of yearly tax levy. In case a margin formed between the amount of 

the estimated and collected tax, the account was expected to be evened, the eventual surplus was 

transferred to cover in part the tax of the following year. New methods can be found not only 

regarding the tax issues but also concerning the structure of the treasuries. In the Hungarian 

Treasury administration, beside the two old treasuries (Hungarian Treasury at Pozsony 

(Bratislava, present-day Slovakia) and Treasury of Szepes at Kassa (Kosice, present-day 

Slovakia), new ones were established in the 1680s and 1690s: inspections and administrative 

offices at Buda, Csáktornya (Cakovec, present-day Crioatia), Eszék (Osijek, present-day 

Croatia), and Arad (present-day Romania). Their importance is clearly indicated by the huge 

remarkable military expenditures deputed to be covered by them, which financial requirement 

they indeed were able to meet. The most important one of the above treasuries was the Treasury 

Administration of Buda, which governed the whole reoccupied territory, and therefore played a 

significant role in the economic life of this period. 

In the thesis I provided telling examples on how the permanent army and the irregular 

military bodies, stationed in the Hungarian Kingdom received their remuneration in various 

different ways. Based on the case studies it can be stated as a fundamental theory, that only food 

could be considered as a securely provided supply. The ordinary soldier could hardly get money, 

since the price of the food and the armoury was deducted from his salary. However, the 

“businessmen” of this age, such as high degree military and administration officers, Hungarian 

nobles, or bankers were neither likely to receive the remuneration of their loans, food and soldier 

supplies in golden forints. As compensation they mainly received huge territories landed estates 

or significant monopolies. Accordingly, these “donations” set the foundations of the 18th-century 

property structure, and the formation of huge private possessions in Hungary. However, as a sign 

of the centralisation and to simplify the accounting, all in-kind donations were expressed also in 

numbers, as can be seen in the related cases quoted in the dissertation.  

The present dissertation interprets the institutional, military, economical and social 
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aspects of the 1680-1690s. As a result of the complex analysis it can be stated that the series of 

instructions, previously considered as an obstacle against the Hungarian military forces, were on 

the contrary, elements of the “changes” affecting the whole Habsburg Monarchy of this period. 

Unfortunately, there were critics against these crucial changes even in that age, since the 

dissolution of a more or less well-functioning system always had and has both losers, and but 

winners also. In my work, and this should be emphasized, I did not want to take the one’s or the 

other’s side (especially concerning historical schools). However, I tried to interpret and evaluate 

the processes and changes of the age, which could be reconstructed based on the available 

evidence. My thesis therefore aims at filling in a blank segment of the history of Hungary at the 

end of the 17th century by presenting the great military and financial changes of this age through 

investigations concerning the dissolution of an old structure, its rearrangement, and as a 

consequence the building of a new system. 

 

 

IV. Content of the Thesis 

 

Introduction 

I. Historical background 

I.1 Review of the earlier research studies and their summary concerning the period in question 

I.2 Interpretation of the Hungarian and forign literature 

II. Frames and methods of the research works 

II.1 The used materials, types of the sources, and the Archives 

II.2 Research methods and objectives 

II.3 Time limits of the inquiries 

II.4 Territorial limits of the researches 

III. Military financing and the related financial administration institutions at the turn of the 17th 

and 18th centuries 

III.1 Central govenmental authorities of the Habsburg Monarchy responsible for mililtary 

financing 

III.2 Financial administration of the Hungarian Kingdom at the turn of the 17th and 18th 

centuries 

IV. From border castles to barracks: military aspects of the dissolution of the border defence 

system 

IV.1 Main features of the qualitative and quantitative changes of the military affairs and the 

castle tactics in the 17th century 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


 13 

IV.2 Military plans concerning Hungary at the end of the 17th century 

IV.3 Dissolution of border defence military objects 

IV.3.1 Castle destructions in Hungary in the 16th and 17th centuries 

IV.3.2 Old border castles with new roles during the great Turkish war 

IV.3.3 Myth and reality: Destruction decrees of 1699 and 1702 and the probblems of their 

materialization 

IV.4 New constructions in the Hungarian Kingdom: castle fortifications and barracks 

IV.4.1 Great casle constructions: Buda, Eszék, Arad 

IV.4.2 Confrontaition of the military and financial interests: case studies concerning the 

building of strategic castles 

IV.4.3 Precursor of a new age: barracks construction at the turn of the 17th and 18th 

centuries 

V. Military Border System from the Headquarters: reorganization of the border defence system 

between 1683 and 1703 

V.1 Evolvation of the new district capitain general headquarter system and the dissolution of 

old border line headquarters 

V.2 Origanizing the new border defence system against the Turks: Military Border and its 

structure 

VI. Castle guards and officers 

VI.1 Standing and temporary castle guards and officer in the Hungarian fortifications 

VI.2 The role and duty of the Hungarian castle guards in the formed standing army 

VII. The new bases of military financing at the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries 

VII.1 Fundamental questions of the army financing in the Habsburg Monarchy 

VII.1.1. New tax administration and military financing in the Austrian-Czech provices 

VII.1.2. Military expenditures and army financing at the reoccupied Hungary 

VII.2 Finacing of the border defence system and corps of the evolving permanent army 

VII.2.1 Regiments, free companies, foreign castel officers 

VII.2.2 Hungarian garrisons and corps recruited from the border defence soldiers 

VIII. Observation: Military affairs of the Hungarian Kingdom after peace of Szatmár  

IX. Summary 

 

*** 
 

PERSONAL LITERATURE OF THE PHD THESIS 

 

2005: Rendeletek és intézkedés-tervezetek a magyarországi várak lerombolásáról (Drafts of 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


 14 

Degrees and Measures concerning the destruction of the Hungarian castles) 1699–1702. 

Forrásközlés (Sources). In: Fons no.12 (2005) p.257–294. 

2005: Az 1702. évi magyarországi várrombolások (tervezet és valóság) Vázlatos áttekintés. 

(Destruction of Hungarian castles in 1702 (The plan and the reality) Resume). In: Castrum. 

Newsletter no.1 of Castrum Bene Association. (2005) no.2 p. 89–100. 

2006: Végvárakból kaszárnyák. A Budai Kamarai Adminisztráció szerepe Magyarország új 

katonai berendezkedésében a 17–18. század fordulóján. (From border castles to barracks. The 

role of the Buda Treasury Administration concerning the development of new military system at 

the turn f the 17th and 18th centuries.) In: Századok 140. (2006) no.6 p.1441–1473. 

2006: Dokumentumok a kanizsai vár 1702–1703. évi lerombolásának történetéhez. (Documents 

regarding the destruction of Kanizsa Castle in 1702-1703.) In: Levéltári Közlemények 77. (2006) 

no.2 p.137–187. 

2008: A Szepesi Kamara, a Habsburg-pénzügyigazgatás és katonai kiadások a XVII. század 

második felében. (Treasury of Szepes, the financial administration of the Habsburgs and the 

military expenses at the second half of the 17th century.) In: Fons 15. (2008) no.2 p.97–170. 

2008: Végvárak és a Magyarországon működő kamarák a 17–18. század fordulóján. (Border 

castles and Hungarian Treasuries at the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries.) In: Studia Agriensia, 

27. (2008) p.229–254. 

2009: A Dél-Dunántúl kamarai és katonai igazgatása a 17–18. század fordulóján. (The financial and 

military administration of South-Transdanubium at the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries) In: 

Katolikus megújulás és a barokk Magyarországon, különös tekintettel a Dél-Dunántúlra (Catholic 

reform and the baroque age in Hungary, especially at the South-Transdanubium). Pécs, 2009 (Seria 

Historiae Diocesis Quinqueecclesiensis VII.) p.121–140. 

2010: Die für Ungarn zuständigen Kammern und die Kriegsfinanzierung der 

Habsburgermonarchie an der Wende vom 17. zum 18. Jahrhundert. In: Kriegführung und 

Staatsfinanzen. Die Habsburgermonarchie und das Heilige Römische Reich vom Dreißigjährigen 

Krieg bis zum Ende des habsburgischen Kaisertums 1740. Hrsg.: Peter Rauscher. Münster, 

Aschendorff, 2010. (Geschichte in der Epoche Karls V., Bd. 11.) p.287–308. 

2011: Ír ezredek Magyarországon. Adalékok az állandó hadsereg téli beszállásolásának 

gyakorlatához az 1690-es években. (Irish regiments in Hungary. Winter quartering of the 

standing army in the1690s) In: Hadtörténelmi Közlemények 124. (2011) no.1 under publication 

2011: A határvédelem átszervezése 1683 és 1703 között. (Reorganization of the border defence 

system between 1683 and 1703) In: Studia Agriensia 29. (2011). under publication 

2011: Kamarai és katonai igazgatás Esztergomban a 17–18. század fordulóján. (Financial and 

military administration in Esztergom at the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries) In: under publication 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22

