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I. Choice of topic 

 

Relatively quite a number of historians and archivist dealt with the history and operation of 

the State Office for Church Affairs.1 But 25 years after the Hungarian transition, there are still 

several fields in the operation of the Office, which are white spots, so the exploration of these 

less or not at all known sub-fields is necessary to comprehensively see the stages of church 

persecution after 1945, the party-state mechanism of supervision, relations between state and 

the churches, cooperation, coexistence and disassociation. 

These reasons motivated me, when I have conceived the theme of my dissertation. Formerly 

we did not know exactly how many people and who have worked within the frameworks of 

the Office between 19th May 1951 and 30th June 1989. In previous research attention was paid 

for especially the individual leaders and the activity of the staff, but no one have explored yet 

completely the whole apparatus and the personal range of commissioners in Budapest, the 

countryside and bishopric seats2, as well as rapporteurs, later councillors of Church Affairs, 

who worked within the secretariats of the executive committees at county seats. My 

dissertation is strictly an archontology, which includes the biographies and the positions of the 

staff of the State Office for Church Affairs. 

In the present paper I do not intend to deal with the state policy, its implementation, the 

situation of the churches or the activity of the clergy, because I was especially interested in 

the functioning of the State Office for Church Affairs, its structure, relations, the advancement 

and position of the employees. In my dissertation I have mentioned the institutional history of 

the Office in passing, as processing of this part has already been done in many ways. I have 

just refer to this topic, as far as it is required to understand the essential parts of my paper, 

however I did not consider this as main task. I undertake to reconstruct who, when, for how 

long and in what positions have been employed at the State Office for Church Affairs on the 

basis of the available archival sources. Full professional careers were outlined, if it was 

possible. Nearly 350 biographies can be found in the appendix about the members of the 

Office in alphabetical order. In terms of understanding the historical past and the operation of 

the orgnisation I consider important – if it was possible – to publish full, comprehensive 

biographies in order to establish the range of the employees of the Office. I drew my own 

                                                
1 Just a few names, in my dissertation I present relevant works in details: Margit Balogh, Csaba Fazekas, Éva 
Kisasszondy, Szilvia Köbel, Edit Köpeczi Bócz, Csaba Szabó, Konrád Szántó. 
2 Győr, Szombathely, Esztergom, Pannonhalma, Veszprém, Székesfehérvár, Kalocsa, Nyíregyháza, Debrecen, 
Szeged, Pécs, Eger, Vác, Hejce. 
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conclusions and made analyses regarding to the compiled biographies, which are found in the 

main body of the text. 

Compile the history of the State Office for Church Affairs, the worker’s life and professional 

advancement is an excellent opportunity to reconstruct who were those, who directed, 

supervised and executed administrative control of the churches under such institution, which 

operated under one-party state and implemented state supervision and control. It can be 

examined, that what kind of possibility was the Office for the staff regarded to social 

mobilization and how could they conform to the requirements of the Hungarian Working 

People’s Party (MDP) and the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party (MSZMP) in question of 

church policy. 

During my research, I visited many people, who previously worked at the Office to make an 

interview with them and gather their recollection. Only one member is not found, who would 

have told his memories, experiences, what did this job mean to him, although „oral history” 

would be great help in the exploration of recent history, this intention in the case of the State 

Office for Church Affairs could not be implemented within the framework of this research. 

Several works and studies are known, which present – medieval, modern and contemporary 

officials, secular and ecclesial dignitaries – the theoretical, conceptual foundations of 

archontology, but just a few research has made in this type about the era of post 1945. That is 

why I felt important to prepare such pioneering collection. 

In fact, they were not the most important people with the highest ranks or they did not take 

part in the leadership and management of the country, but the prominent role, the status and 

the significance of this Office makes it justifiable, that the staff in an organisation, which have 

functioned for 38 years, without any predecessors and successors have to be explored. 

 

II. About the literature and archival sources 

 

Mainly collected archival documents were provided the bases of sources to my dissertation, 

but the knowledge of and using of relevant literature was also essential. In my review I 

focused on those volumes, articles and studies, which are specifically about the organization 

and operation of the State Office for Church Affairs or even if information referred to daily 

procedures can be obtained from the writings. Works, which display the life of the churches 

after 1945 and the party’s conception are not part of this review. Presenting materials related 

to the organization and operation of the Office, introducing documents which provide 

guidance in the period between 1951 and 1989, how were the churches controlled, how did 
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the Office operate day-to-day, these questions and purposes were motivated me in the same 

way during examining archival sources. 

To take place the exploration of the Office’s organization with considering these view-points, 

not just the archival holdings preserved in the National Archive of Hungary (MNL OL), but 

the remained documents of church commissioners in County Archives, as well as the 

documents of the party apparatus in counties, which related to churches also had to be 

examined. In addition I reviewed the documents of the ecclesiastical government of the 

bishoprics as well. 

Researching and processing concentrated to six archival boxes of staff materials in documents 

of State Office for Church Affairs General Papers preserved in Hungarian National Archive3, 

to nine archival boxes of coherent papers between in documents of State Office for Church 

Affairs General Papers and personal documents of former emloyees of the Office.4 The State 

Office for Church Affairs Presidental documents include records from every year since 1959 

about the appointments and personal affairs of the staff of the Office, which has also been 

used.5 

 

III. Structure of dissertation 

 

In the first chapter of the dissertation I give an explanation about the selection of my theme, I 

write about the research methodology and the structure of my work. 

This is followed by the second chapter, in which I give a complete historiographical overview 

about those volumes and studies, that are related to the organization, operation and activity of 

the State Office for Church Affairs. Then I review the archival fonds, researching and 

exploration of which was necessary to write the essay. 

In the third chapter I endeavor to present an international comparison about how did the 

supervision of the churches work in the Soviet Union and in other Cental and Eastern 

European countries, what similarities and differences can be found between the Offices for 

Church Affairs of each country.  

                                                
3 MNL OL XIX–A–21–b Staff documents 668., 669., 670., 671., 672., 673. d. 
4 MNL OL XIX–A–21–b 558.; 559.; 560.; 561.; 562.; 563.; 564.; 565.; 566. 
5 MNL OL XIX–A–21–a H-50/1959. Appointments of staff of the Office, H-52/1959. Personal affairs of the 
staff of the Office, from 1960, H-34 appointments of staff of the Office, H-35 Personal affairs of the staff of the 
Office. After 1963 the records named Appointments and Personal affairs of the staff can not be found in 
documents. 
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In the fourth chapter I introduce those frameworks, what were customized by the one-party 

state for the implementation of the church policy, what was led to setting up the Office in 

Hungary and how could the party-state place the Office in its own system. 

In the fifth chapter I present in broad terms the operational frameworks of the Office between 

1951 and 1989. I emphasize, it is an overview, because on one hand this theme has already 

been processed by others and on the other hand a detailed presentation would overstreched the 

dissertation. 

In the sixth chapter I write about the internal and external relations of the Office within its 

operational framework, the cooperation with the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, that could be filtered from archival documents. 

The seventh chapter is an archontology of the State Office for Church Affairs, in what I 

present and analyze the members of the staff of the Office and I introduce here the 

conclusions, what were drawn from their life and work. 

The Appendix of the dissertation is a biographical lexikon of the employees of the State 

Office for Church Affairs.  

 

IV. Main results of the research 

 

In my doctoral dissertation I introduce how did the State Office for Church Affairs work, 

what organizational and structural changes has been take place over nearly forty years of 

existence and I give a complete picture about life of the employees of the Office. About the 

location, history and summary of the related archival sources I also provide a detailed 

overview. 

With the help of the available documents, I examine in what form did the Hungarian Office 

keep the contact with the organizations of the Soviet Union, the GDR, Poland, 

Czechoslovakia, Romania, Yugoslavia and other socialist countries. In my thesis I review the 

international meetings, the main topics and the participants of the Offices for Church Affairs, 

as well as bilateral relations with each countries.  

I show those post-Second World War processes that led to the setting up of the State Office 

for Church Affairs on 19th May 1951, what regulations and party decisions have enabled the 

creation and operation of the Office. I review how had the position and historical role of the 

Office formed over the decades and I outline those historical turning points that finally led to 

the elimination of the Office without successor on 30th June 1989. 
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I give a detailed overview about the changes of the organization and staff at the Office. The 

number of employees varied between 24 and 67 people over the years. On the basis of the 

personal composition of the staff, this organization cannot be considered as a specific 

institution, because the staff of many public institutions, offices and ministries built up 

similarly. However, it is still particular in terms of being a newly established institution 

without any administrative history. So contrary to several other institutions and ministries, in 

this case the Office had to employed not the staff of the earlier period or not workers, who 

recruited by the former leader, but „reliable” people could get key positions in 1951. The 

overwhelming majority of leaders, political staff, bishopric commissioners, secretaries for 

church affairs at the Office were men. In administrative, financial and economic positions 

women and men also can be found, but mostly women. The archival documents prove, that 

the staff’s signifinace work was rewarded with high salaries. 

The State Office for Church Affairs had three seats, at first time in 59. Pasaréti road district II, 

then in the Ministry of Culture in 10-12. Szalay street district V., finally from the early 1960s 

in 28. Lendvay street district VI. In my dissertation I present the history and determining role 

of these buildings in terms of the Office. 

In my thesis I present what was the party life at the Office, how many party members were at 

there and how effetively did the basic organization of the party function. It can be said on the 

basis of the examined sources, that the majority of the staff of the Offie were the member of 

the MDP, later the MSZMP and the best party men were sent into party schools. 

I give a detailed overview about the system of the relations between the Office and the 

Ministry of Interior. Based on the available sources, it is considered, that 23 members of the 

Office were found in, who have been working at the Ministry of Interior early, during or after 

his employment of the Office. During studying the archival documents it came to light, that 

the Intelligence service of the Interior Ministry, the III/I. Department has created an internal 

residency with alias „LIGHT” in November 1968, that is to say, a conspiratioral form of 

organization has established in Hungary under the umbrella of the State Office for Church 

Affairs, which consisted of the officers of the State Security and ready to execute defined 

state security, operational tasks. With the help of the State Office for Church Affairs, State 

Security wanted to broaden the research in Hungarian clergy, which pointed toward the 

direction of the Vatican, the clerical emigration and the protestant world organizations. 

In my doctoral dissertation I mention the foreign relations of the State Office for Church 

Affairs as well. Outstanding among these are the communication with the Vatican, the church 

related bilateral affairs with each country and records made about the visitations of Hungarian 
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clerical leaders in abroad or about the journeys of the members of foreign clergy in Hungary. 

The case of József Mindszenty and the Hungarian-Vatican series of negotiations meant a 

special affair. The related classified documents have been treated also separately in the Office 

and the records of these negotiations has been declassified only in recent past.   

The archontology of the State Office for Church Affairs, the determination of who gained a 

post in certain positions and who worked at bishopric seats or county seats are completely 

novelties in my dissertation. Because the Office was a newly established institution and 

eliminated without successor, it is relatively easy to reconstruct the range of the staff during 

38 years of its operation and their professional life can be outlined. 

Processing of these careers is an opportunity to get statistical datas and know more about the 

origin, education and language skills of the staff of the Office. It is now can be seen how 

many people were rewarded and with what kind of state honors, how many people were 

members of the party or public organizations. It can got to know, how much salary did the 

staff received. So on the basis of numerical datas the actual role of the Office is unfolded 

before us. 

My aim was not only to collect who filled each functions and where did he worked between 

1951 and 1989, but – as it was collectible – to disclose the whole life of the members of the 

apparatus of the Office, so to reconstruct what the Offie meant for each person, where did 

they come from and possibly where did they go to further. I wished to reveal the social 

mobility, the required skills in different areas of expertise, the existence or the lack of the 

material and social appreciation, actually how much power had a commissioner, a rapporteur 

have. A long-term aim was also to get a picture about the close contacts, the forms of the 

cooperation of the Office with the State Security beyond the exploration of the studies and 

work advancement. 

Regard to the biographies, it can be concluded that those people reached leading positions in 

the apparatus, who were low-skilled or who did not have the required qualifications. 

Professional knowledge or language skills did not matter in gaining a position, but political 

reliability, the commitment toward the party became the most important point. As the number 

and proportion of the new „intellectuals” from worker and peasant families grew in the 

society, it can be observed the same way in the case of the State Office for Church Affairs. 

Such a job has meant advancement and social mobility to them. 

After 1950 the workers of public administration were considered as „fighters on the front of 

public administration” whose primary task was to implement fully the central instructions. 
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The State Office for Church Affairs – assigned as a state organization under the supervision of 

the Council of Ministers – was among the leading government institutions, so the staff 

belonged to the upper layer of officials. In the country the proportion of women has increased 

in the area of administrative career, but at the Office they did not at all fill positions in 

political work.  

The State Office for Church Affairs was a characteristic institution of the Rákosi and Kádár 

regime, whose current activity accurately reflected and represented the actual relations 

between the dictatorship and the churches. 
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