Thesis

The dissertation entitled American Foreign Policy and the Making of Yugoslavia, 1910-1920
addresses a complex subject matter. Chronologically, one of the aspects examined in it is the
progression that the United States of America experienced in becoming ever more involved in the
matters relating to other states. This gradual expansion of interest occurred uninterrupted in spite of
the differences of approach and beliefs of individual Presidents. The greatest example of this is the
pair of Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson, who seemingly had opposing views on the
qguestion of the involvement in the war in Europe. Differences and similarities between the two
Presidents are explored, as well as the added value that Wilson's idealistic approach implied.

American heavy involvement in the post-WWI settlement in Europe was a direct consequence of
Wilson's impetus to make a world a better place, and more specifically, an attempt to find practical
implementations for his proclamations issued under the title of Fourteen Points. At the Paris Peace
Conference Wilson promoted the principle of self-determination for the peoples emerging from the
two buckled empires. The idealistic position that he took brought him into the direct conflict with
other Allied statesmen, particularly Lloyd George of Britain, Clemenceau of France, and Sonnino of
Italy. The latter troika preferred the age-tested British invention of the Balance of Power, and was
actively collaborating on undermining Wilson's strivings.

One of the specific reasons for the clash among the Big Four was a secret treaty that Britain and
France had signed with Italy in order to get it to switch sides in the war. In return for the favor, the
British and the French offered Italy large swaths of the northern Adriatic coast, and other prizes,
scattered all the way to Asia Minor. Wilson, however, would have none of it. This resulted in
protracted negotiations among the Big Four. These negotiations and surrounding events are
examined in detail, and a picture is gained of Wilson's struggles, victories and defeats at the hands of
his erstwhile allies. The case of the northern Adriatic port of Fiume is studied extensively, and some
conclusions are made as to the success of the proclaimed self-determination principles as regards the
territorial integrity of what eventually became the state of the Southern Slavs.

The representatives of various Southern Slav constituents were also present in Paris during the Peace
Conference. The government of the Kingdom of Serbia, a war Ally, enjoyed the most prominent
position. Less influential were the representatives of the Kingdom of Montenegro, who had the
identical legal status as Serbia, but was nevertheless pushed aside. The delegations from the
Southern Slav entities from the vanquished Austria-Hungary were given even less access to the
negotiating table. This resulted in Serbia being able to impose its will onto the rest of the Southern
Slavs, by imposing its monarchy to an entirely new set of constituents, while at the same time
extending its homogenous state apparatus. The rest of the Southern Slavs, however, promoted a
federal system for the new state. Many aspects of the struggle between the proponents of
centralism and federalism are examined at length.

A question of identity of the Southern Slavs was also explored extensively. Initially a side issue,
touched upon only because of the ambiguity that the negotiators from the Allied Powers had toward
the topic, it gradually grew into one of pivotal parts of the present dissertation, requiring a lengthy
research in the ethno genesis of the Southern Slavs.



The chief elements of the dissertation, therefore, are as follows: the American ever-increasing global
of influence; the Wilsonian idealistic approach to the post-conflict settlement and the problems that
it caused among the erstwhile Allies; the success or failure of the principle of self-determination as
regards the territories that the state of Southern Slavs obtained, and a case study of the political
struggles regarding the port city of Rijeka; the internal struggle of the future constituents of the new
state, encapsulated in a duel of centralism vs. federalism, which had been by and large ignored by
the Allies; and finally, the questions of identity, nation, citizenship and state as it applied, and
perhaps still applies, to the Southern Slavs.
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